August 2022 Drought Update

Key messages Issued August 15

Drought Watch is active for most provinces across the country which is due to rainfall
deficiencies in the last few months. Majority of the provinces are at severe drought risk
whilst Chimbu, Gulf, Hela, Manus, Milne Bay New Ireland, Northern and Western Highlands
are at moderate risk in July.

Drought Early Warning Status
Derived from observed rainfall and vegetation health; and forecasted rainfall.

3-month drought indicator for Aug 2022 = Rainfall over the last month was notably below average in the

i . Islands region including Bougainville, northern parts of East and
West Sepik, Enga, Western Highlands, Morobe, Oro and Milne Bay
Provinces.

= Rainfall over the last three months was below average across
most provinces in the country, except Gulf, Southern Highlands,
Hela and northern parts of Kiunga.

= Vegetation health conditions indicate some mild vegetation stress
present over East & West Sepik, Madang and Hela provinces.

= At the 6-month timescale, South Bougainville and parts of New
Ireland province remain drought affected.

= Despite a wet forecast in the coming months, below average
rainfall in the past months is contributing to a drought watch.
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An indication of past drought risk based on drought hazard, exposure and vulnerability.

= Bougainville, Central, East New Britain, East Sepik, Enga, Jiwaka, Madang, Morobe, NCD, Southern Highlands and
West New Britain provinces are all at severe risk levels. The provinces will continue to be monitored.

= Chimbu, Gulf, Hela, Manus, Milne Bay, New Ireland, Northern and Western Highlands provinces are at moderate

risk level.
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Climate Context
A summary of the relevant climate drivers affecting PNG over the coming months

= ACCESS-S outlooks suggest a wet outlook over most parts of the country in September, except Kavieng, Manus
and south Bougainville showing drier conditions.

= La Nifia is not present, however cooler than average sea surface temperatures in Central & Eastern pacific persist
which may result in weak La Nifia conditions. The chances of La Nifia reforming in the coming months is at 50%.

» A negative IOD is underway. The IOD continues to exceed negative IOD values over at least the last eight weeks.

0 For more information, feel free to contact the Climate and Special Services team at the PNG-NWS via 3255925 or kinape70@gmail.com


http://access-s.clide.cloud/files/project/PNG_crews/SEMDP-products/monthly/spi.moments.png.gsmap.1month.0.1deg.png
http://access-s.clide.cloud/files/project/PNG_crews/SEMDP-products/monthly/spi.moments.png.gsmap.3month.0.1deg.png
http://access-s.clide.cloud/files/project/PNG_crews/SEMDP-products/monthly/vhi.3month.png
https://www.dropbox.com/home?select=drought.gsmap_own.terciles.6m.gridded.20220807.png&preview=drought.gsmap_own.terciles.6m.gridded.20220807.png&preview=drought.gsmap_own.terciles.6m.gridded.20220807.png&preview=drought.gsmap_own.terciles.6m.gridded.20220807.png
http://access-s.clide.cloud/files/project/PNG_crews/ACCESS_S-outlooks/PNG_crews_ag/seasonal/forecast/rain.forecast.terciles.PNG_crews_ag.season1.png
https://www.dropbox.com/s/5zx486ewkmqe4fb/drought.status.gsmap_own.terciles.3m.20220410.csv?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/vyh80cp49wlombu51lqmq/h/202208/20220808?dl=0&preview=drought.gsmap_own.terciles.3m.gridded.20220807.png&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/dqj54rzxk122j4y/AACeBnBchSKypBMKgMSAy-5Pa/202208/20220808?dl=0&preview=drought.gsmap_own.terciles.3m.gridded.20220807.png&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.dropbox.com/s/80oeuaa112p4d6t/explainer.pdf?dl=0
mailto:kinape70@gmail.com

